Classroom Debate-Atomic Bombs
QUESTION: Was it right of the USA to drop the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki to conclude WWII, or was it unnecessary?
Instructions

A debate will be held in the classroom based upon the decision to drop the atomic bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima, and if the decision by President Truman was justifiable. Students will be assigned to a team, either for the decision, or against the decision. The debate will include opening arguments, rebuttal, response, and closing arguments. For each of those pieces, someone different is expected to present. Everyone in class is expected to participate in some way, be it talking, researching, or taking notes to help their team. It will count for participation points for the day.

Voting
Prior to the debate, students will cast their vote in Socrative stating their position, for, against, or undecided. The winning team will be the one that has the most change positively toward their position. Votes should be cast based on which team made the best argument, not just choosing your own team to win.
Structure of Debate

10 minutes to meet with team and discuss

5 minutes Opening Statement- Pro

5 minutes Opening Statement- Con

4 minute Working time

4 minute Rebuttal- Pro

4 minute Rebuttal- Con

3 minute Working time 
2 minute Response- Pro
2 minute Response- Con
2 minute Working time

3 minute Closing Statement- Pro

3 minute Closing Statement- Con


5 minutes for voting






